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Thechassis is
unconventional

,

butoddlyattractiveandcertainly
turnedsomeheadstowardsour
testingarea

Technicalspecs
Operating system Boxee

ProcessorAtomCE4100

Memory 1GBRAM /
1GBROM

Dimensions120 x 120 x 120mm

Supported
resolutionUp to 1080p

ConnectivityHDMI
,

S /
PDIF

,compositeaudio
,

Ethernet
,

802.11 n Wi-Fi
,

2xUSB2.0

Expansion lx
SDcardslot

D-LinkBoxeeBox

0-LinkBoxeeBox£199
Thepromise of a

hardwarecompanionforthepopularopensource
mediacentreBoxeehasinterestedussinceitsoriginalannouncement.
Let' s seehowthefinalproductstacksupagainstexpectations...

It'
s small

, original ,

The interfacecan
fully featured andbestow to respond
morethancapableandFlashsupport
of playingalmost is

a littleshaky
every filetype , ( though improving ).

including popular It'
s notaspretty as

1080pcontainerscustomJukeboxes

Playedeveryfilewethrew it
at

fullHD or
otherwise

www.linuxuserco.uk

If D-Link' s
BoxeeBox

is nothingelse
,

it'
s

original . Withitsunusualchassisdesign
it makes a reallyboldstatement

, featuring
a sunken

,

off-centrecubeshapethatsets
it apartfromanything in

itsclass . Whileits
unconventional lookscoulddivide a household
fromanaesthetic standpoint ,

itsperformance
asaninternetTVdevice

,

networkandlocal
movieplayeralmostcertainlywont .Thedesign

mightfrustrate thosewithlow-profilespacesundertheirTV
set

(

forwhich it' s a littletootall
)

,

butwewerecertainly taken
with it

,

not leastbecause it' s smallerandinfinitelycuterthan
the imageryherecredits it.

Connectivity is excellent
,

if basic
,

withEthernet
,

HDMI
,

power ,opticalandanalogueaudioportsontheback
,

andtwo
USBportsforstorage .

Ontheside of theunitthere' s alsoan
SDcardslot

,

which is
convenientforfileswappingandplaying

backmoviesandpictureslideshows . It' s certainlyaseasy
asanyDVDplayer or set-topbox to setup ,

asthetiny
'

Quick

Start'guide is
keen to impressonyou.

Theco-operationbetweenBoxeeandD-Linkonthedevice

itselfwas a shrewdmove .
Boxeeas a software solution

hashadamplegestationtimeandinsidetheBoxeeBox' s

intriguingshell
,
thehardware is essentiallythesameas

found in cutting-edgenetbooks it represents theperfect
combination of softwarebrillianceandhardwareknow-how.
Thisbeingthecase

,

thehardwareonboard is
morethan

capable of playingback1080pcontent at highbitratesand
thecreation of

theJukebox interface itself whichattempts
to prettifyyourexperiencebyscrapingIMDBforboxartand
movie detailsforyourlocal or networkstorage ,

aswellas
that fromthe internet is remarkablyquick to compute in

comparison to

, say ,

theNetworkMediaJukebox asfeatured
onthePopcornHourA-210reviewed elsewhere this issue.

Theinterface mightnotbequiteasattractiveascustom

Jukeboxes offeredupfromsomething likeYAMJ
(

YetAnother

MediaJukebox
) ,

butwithquickaccess to literally thousands
of internet-served TVshows

,

moviesandclips ,

theBoxee
Box is

a joy to use . A quicktrip to
theFileSourcessection in

Settingsallowsyou to browseyournetwork withinseconds

andoncesourceshavebeenadded
,

Boxeewillanalyse
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[ 21101 : 111

igyMoviesFiles
16movies

* * * *

Despicable M . 25151
RatedPG

Diractof
fad

oneAtel ,F13 to ,e4
" far

If

thembytitleandscrape thenet to findmoviedetailsand
DVDsleeves . Whilethisprocesscantake a while

,

userscan
continue to usetheBoxeeBoxunaffected.

Theendresultswereremarkably good ,

too
,

withonly a

handful of filesrequiringanyactionbeforeDVDsleevesand
movieinformationwasdisplayed in theGUIasintended . As
anyYAMJuserwouldconfirm

, havingfilesproperlynamed

reallyhelpshere
,

butusingjust a couple of
clicks it waseasy

to searchandfindreplacement titleforthefewmoviesthat
weren' t automatically recognised.

Whileweinitiallyhadourreservations if it wouldbe
capable of full1080pvideoplayback ,

we' re pleased to report
thatwehadnoproblems . TheBoxeeBoxplayedeveryfile
wethrew it at - fullHD or otherwise - and in a widevariety of

formats
,

containers andsubtitleconfigurations.
AsaninternetTVdevice

,

it surpriseduswiththelevel of

freeTVandmovies it found . Havingaccess to iPlayerand40D
here

in
theUKalonemakes it worthitsweight in gold . This is

certainlythefirstdevice thatdemonstrates thatinternet
TV is trulyviabletoday . Thatsaid

,

theUK is stillsomewhat
behindtheUS in thisregard ,

whichmakestheadvanced

networkingoptions of Boxee'
s
softwareappealing to the

determineduser -
if you' re soinclined

, youcouldcircumvent
certaingeographiclimitations to get at America' s topcontent.

Forus
,though ,

therealstar of theshowwasn'
t
the

streamlinedfrontend
,easynetworking or theeffortless

presentation of thebestinternetTVandmoviecontent - it

-iThebiggesthiccupsweencountered at

allwerelargelyFlash-based
,

in theform of

occasionalstopsandrareblank-screens.
Sincethedevelopmentteamarepushing
ultra-regularupdates , though ,

we' re happy
to conclude that it' s a nigglespecific to early
adoptersandshouldberectifiedbythetime
youread this

was
,

in fact
,

theremotecontrol . Onetheface of
it it' s a remote

thatborrowsinspiration from thelikes of AppleTV
(
one of the

BoxeeBox'
s biggestcompetitors )

in thattherearenext to no
buttonsonitsfront . Flip it over

,
however

,

andyou' re metwith
a fullyfeaturedQwertykeyboard.

Likeanynewsmall-form-factor keyboard ,

it takes a little
gettingused to

,

butoncemasteredyou' ll likelyfindyourself
using it formuchmorethansimpleusernameandpassword
operations . Sincetheinterfaceeffortlesslyallowsyou to

browsetheinternetaswellassearchonlineandnetwork
content

,

it reallydoesproveuseful . Likethechassis
,

its
design is simplyexquisite.

Althoughtheinterfacewasn' t

assnappyandfastas it couldhavebeen
,

theoveralluser

experience is simplyincredible . Wewereexpecting to
be

disappointed bytheamount of availablecontenthere in

theUK
,

butweresurprisedtimeandagainbythequality
of contentonoffer . TheBoxeeBox is anincredible
proposition formediajunkies here'

s hopingtheprice
dropssoon

,

becauseat £99theAppleTV is
still

a very
strongcontenderfortheinternetTVcrown.

-
RussellBarnes

D-LinkBoxeeBox
Media-streaming device

- One of thefewniggleswecould level at theBoxeeBoxwasthe
speedandfluidity of theinterface . Since it' s constantlyscraping
thewebforcontent

,

wecanforgive theoccasionalstutter
,

but it

didn' t takelongforus to tire of theloadingprompt

Also
.

consider

LIMP
PopcornHourA-210
£200
WhiletheA-210doesn' t have
quite thesamelevel

of pure
usability , many of the features
foundontheBoxeeBoxcan
be foundhere . Checkoutthe
reviewonpages78-79
www.popcornhour.com

Likk
www.amazon.co.uk
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