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Mediaplayers
Playingyourmedialibraryon a TVdoesn'

t have to meanplugging in

yourcomputer . Youcanuse
a mediaplayerinstead

MostPCsareasTVandmedia-friendly asthey
comethesedays packingsuitable playback
softwareandoutputsforhookingthemup to

yourTVincluding ,

in manycases
,

HDMI.
However

,

if youfancywatching video
(

recorded TV
,

perhaps ) listening to music
or browsingphotos ,

it' s not
alwaysdesirable or practical ( especially if someoneelse
in thehouse is using it

)

to plugthem
in directly.

Broadbandenabled
ManyTVs

,
receivers andgamesconsolescomewith

someprovision forplaying mediafromUSB-connected
drives

or over a network
, but a dedicatedmediaplayer

canbeanalternativesolution.
Soldwith or withoutonboardstorage ,

suchdevices
canplay filesstoredonUSBconnecteddrives

(

disc or

flash-based
) includingHDfiles . Anincreasingnumber

canalsoplaymedia fromnetworkedstoragedevices
includingwirelessly ,

butthisusuallyentailsbuyingan
additionaldongle . Otherfeatures to lookoutforinclude
broadband-enabled functionalitysuchasYouTubeand

in somecasesFacebookandTwitteraccessandeven
openwebbrowsing .

A handful of devicesalsosupport
streaming of catch-upTVservicessuchBBCiPlayer.

Aswellasbeingversatileand
( generally ) compact

enough to slideunobtrusively under theTV
,

another
benefit

of mediaplayerswithoutonboardstorage is that
manyconsumelesspowerthansomeotherpopular
devicesofferingsimilarfunctionalitysuchasthe
notoriouslypower-hungry PlayStation 3.

Herearefourmediaplayerswithoutharddiscsfor
yourconsideration.

BeingWi-Fi-readysometimes
meansyou' ll stillneed to add a

dongle to getthefunctionality.
Thesecostfrom£10butnotallboxes
supportalltypes

If youhave theoption of web
browsing (

or Facebook or Twitter
,

etc
) youmaybebetteroffadding a

keyboardandmouse

Check thelist of supportedfile
formats to ensure it tallieswiththose
in yourmedia library
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NotFullHD
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iPlayerHDnotworking (
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)
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*
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D-LinkBOXEEBOX
Oneither.side of thisstrikingconsole-like

-lot ,

sit
a

multi-formatmemory_card
lot

,

HDMIoutput , optical 5 /

PDIEand

analoguephonosforaudioandtik-ollSlWorts.
A two-sided remotemakes a

decentstab at

making it easy to operatewhat is prettymuch a

mediaPCfromyoursofa . Threepadsononeside
coverbasicnavigation , playbackandselectionaided

by a menuwhichappears at thetop of
thescreenand

allowsyou to type in
URLs

,

searchonline or forfileson
connecteddrives . Flipping it overreveals a QWERTY

keyboardwithpleasingly tactilebuttonswhosecursor
controlsareaneffectivemousesubstitutewhen

working in conjunctionwith a virtualkeyboard
(

wirelessmiceandkeyboardsaresupported ).

Theinterface is
welltailoredto TVs.Themain

categoriesareFriends
(

whereyoucanrecommendshows
viaFacebookandTwitter

) ,

WatchLater
(

reservedvideos
) ,

Shows
(

streamable onlineprogramming ) ,

Movies
(

also

online
)

andFiles
(

forbrowsingyourowncontent
) ,

the
latterthreewithsorting (

A-Z
)

andtextentry / genre-based
searchoptions.

'

Apps'includesRSSfeeds
,

links to
vodcasts

, podcasts ,

internet radioandcatch-upTVfrom130onlinesources

suchasYouTube
,

MUBI
(

cultfilms
) ,

4oD
,

Demand Fiveand
BBCiPlayer (

SDonly).Thesoftware is opensource
,

so
userscancreatetheirownappsfordirectdownloading.

Channel4 showsarethoseonYouTube . BBCiPlayer

- www.digitalstreamdirect.co.uk - 08444099220 -
£85

DigitalStreamDPS-1000

TheDP5-1000 is poweredbythesameOnyxTV

softwarefoundonsomeCelloFreeviewTVs.

Form-wise
,

it' s fairlyfunctionalyetlargerthan
theViewsonicandlomegaproductstestedhere . A busy
remote feels a

littlecheapandcoulddowithstreamlining
in thebuttondepartment . TherearhousestwoUSBports ,

a singleScartandHDMIbutnoseparateaudiooutputs.
EthernetcanbeusedforDLNA

/
uPnPnetworkingbut

you' ll need to addyourownUSBdongleforWi-Fi.

Functionality is groupedunderthreeheadings :
Home

Media
(

forplayingyourownfiles
) ,

BBCiPlayerandWeb
TV

.
WebTVincludesYouTube

,

Flickrandlinks to
a

rather
mixedassortment of streamablevodcastsfromthelikes

of
JamieOliver

,

UEFAandSesameStreet
,

some in poor
quality . BBCnewsandweather

,

FacebookandTwitter

usesthebig-screen
interfacebutattempts to play in

fullscreenweremetwiththepicture freezing.
Fornetworking ,

SambaclientandUPnP-compatible
devicesaresupported . Wi-Fi is

builtin.
There's

extensiveformatsupportbutthelackof

playlistingwithinthebox
( youcanimportplaylists )

is

puzzling.
TheBoxeehasthebestinterfacehereandthebest

remotebut
,

at
heart

,

it' s still a costlymediaplayer
withoutHDD . WehopeiPlayerwillalsobe ' fixed ' soon.

,

/ / /

/ /
/ /

/
/

/ / /
/ /

/

/

widgetsappear in themainmenu or canbecalledup
whilewatching a

video.

Openwebbrowsing is possibleusingtheremoteand
anonscreenkeyboard . Thisworkswellenough ,

butyou
canuse a

realkeyboard if preferred , althoughmicearen' t

supported .
However

,

evenon a 20MBconnection loading
basicwebpages tookfarlongerthan is acceptable.

BBCiPlayergetsthe '

bigscreen' treatmentbutshows

supposedly in HDplayedonly in
SDinstead .

A healthylist
of playable formatsincludesMKV

,

AVI
,

XviD
,

WMV
,

MP4

andMP3
,

butHDoutput is
limited to 1080i . Video

playbackviaHDMI looked a
tadsoftcomparedwith

usingourPlayStation 3 andplaylisting isn' t supported.
TheDPS-1000promises a

lotbut in itscurrentstate

feelsratherunfinished.
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- www.iomega.co.uk - £100approx

!omegaSCREENPLAYTVLINKDIRECTOREDITION

TheTVLinkDirectorEdition is essentially
!omega' s ScreenPlayer Directorstripped of

onboardstorage , thoughthesolidaluminium
casingresembles a slimlineexternalharddrive.

Lessattractive is thepowerlightthatglows a brilliant
whiteupfrontand is distracting . Theunitalsorunsquite
hotafterlittlemorethananhour in use.

TherearetwoUSBportsupfrontandonemore at the
rear . AVoutputscompriseHDMIandcompositevideo

,

an
opticaldigitalaudiooutputandstereophonos . A Scart
adapter is provided forthecompositeandphono
outputs . Ethernet is included fornetworking (

withuPnP
or DLNA-compatible sources

)

or youcanadd a wireless
dongle , though it has to be !omega' s

own
(

E31
).

Theremote is a littletooquirky in terms
of designand

buttonsbutserves itspurpose , thoughwehad to point it

straight-onwiththebox to guarantee a response.

/ 4.'/ 450
,

/

- www.viewsoniceurope.comiuk - £135

ViewsonicVINP74

Thetopmodel in Viewsonic'
s currentrange of

mediaplayerscomeswithbonus
broadbandenabled functionality including YouTube

,

web
browsingandsoonBBCiPlayer (

forwhich
,

at thetime of

writing ,

betasoftware is doingtherounds
).

It' s a tidylittlebox
, sportingnothingbut a powerlight

onthefascia . Connections includeonecombinedeSATA
/

USBport ,

a separateUSBport ,

anHDMI
, compositevideo

outputandhi-filineoutandanaloguephonooutputs . A

wireless dongle (

notincluded
)

is requiredforWi-Fi.
TheVMP74' s piano-blackshininessextends

to the
accompanyingremote . A cutabovetheaverage
controller

,

thisisn'
t short of similar-lookingbuttons

,

which is initiallyoverwhelming . Theinterface resembles
a basicversion of Sony' s

Xross Mediabarsporting a row

The interfaceisn' t
toopretty to look

at either . Music
,

videoandphotomenusareused to browsefilesstored
onconnecteddrivesandanOnlineMediamenu
providesaccess to YouTubeclips (

in SDonlywithsearch

ability )

withtheoption to addlinks to Flickr
,

Shoutcast
radioandRSSfeedsvia !omega' s website . Withstorage
attached

, youcanusetheTVLinkas a torrentclient.
Playlisting of files isn'

t supportedbutthere' s a slideshow
modeforphotos.

Videocanbefast-forwardedandrewound at sixlevels
of speed indicatedbyonscreenarrows . High-quality
MP3sandXviDfilessounded

/
lookedasgoodas

expected ,

butwhileourMKVHDfilesappearedsharpwe
experienced loss

of audiosynconone
,

whereasother
playershadnotrouble.

Somewhatpricey ,

theTVLink
is decidedlybasicand

lacking in stand-outfeatures.

of icons . SupportingDLNAanduPnPdevices
,

theVMP74

easilydetectedourWesternDigitalMyBookWorldII NAS
driveandPCwithWindows

,

VistaMediaPlayerand
Twonkeyserversoftware installed.

Formatsupport ticksmostkeyboxesincluding
subtitlesfiles . Filescanbeplaylistedbutyou' re

limited
to

fast-forwarding andrewinding at up to 16xnormal
speed slowformovies . Openwebbrowsing is possible
usingthesuppliedremoteandanonscreenkeyboard ,

which is a passablecontrolmethod
, thoughyoucanadd

yourownwirelessmouseandkeyboard ( youhaveonly
twoUSBports to playwith

)

. Sitescanbebookmarked
butYouTubedoesn' t appear in itsbigscreen-friendly
form . BBCiPlayerwillbewelcomebuttheVMP74

,

thougheasy to use
,

is stilloverpriced.

Ratings
Reasonably plug-and-play
Formatsupport

- Sturdycasing
'

" Remote isn'
t great

- Basic
Limited

Build * *
*

* * * *

*

,
*

Setup *
* * * * *

*

*

t

le
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*

* *
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*
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Ratings
Easysetup
Good formatsupport
Openwebbrowsing

Quiteexpensive
Busyremote
Needsmore features

Build
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Andthewinneris...
Getting a mediaplayer' right'meansmaking
it
aseasy to usefromyoursofaas a PC

,

otherwiseyoumightaswellplugyour
computer intoyourTV.

It
alsohelpsthateverythingworksas it should

andhere is wheretheDigitalStream is currently
foundlacking .

It' s clearly in
need of a software

overhaul in manyareas
, suggestingthat it

emergedfrom theproduction linerather
tooearly . That' s a shame

, really ,

as it has a

lot of potential.
' omega' s TVLinkScreenplay Director

Edition lacks a decentremoteandfeatures

thatwouldjustify theaskingprice . If our
reviewstillhasyouintriguedyoumightwant to

gofortheharddrive-equipped Screenplayer
DirectorHD

,

whichoffersbettervaluewithprices
starting at £125fora 1TBmodel.

Viewsonic' s
VMP74doesn'

t
offerenoughenticementseitherforitsquite

hefty£135pricetag . Yet it is
betterbuiltthanthe lomegaandDigitalStream

witheasy to usesoftware
,

whichearns it a second-placespotonbalance.

Wehopethesoon-to-comeiPlayerupdatewill includeHDstreaming -

GrantRennell

[
7111111=121.1TIN111

Video formats

Audioformats

[ 1 : =

PodNodcasts

11701=FrInfl

EMI=
Openwebbrowsing

HDvideoout

SDvideoout

Audioout

USBports

Memorycardslot

=El
Wi-Fidonglerequired
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D-LinkBoxeeBox

£200

1080p

FLV
/
H.264

,

AVC
,

MOV
,

AVI
,

MKV
,

WMV
,

MPEG-1
/

2
/

4

,

TS
,

DivX
,

XviD
,

WMV9

MP3
,

WAV
,

WMA
,

AIF
/
AIFF

,
AAC

,

OGGVorbis
,

FLAC
, DolbyDigital ,

DolbyTrueHD

JPEG
,

PNG
,

GIF
,

BMP
,

TIFF

"

"

BBC IPlayer ,

DemandFive
,

4oD

"

HDMI

Analoguephonos , Optical S
/
PDIF

2

SD /

MMC

Ethernet
,

Wi-Fi

78

DigitalStreamDPS-1000

Verdict
TheD-LinkBoxeeBoxisn'

t cheapanditsdesignmayputoffsome.
Butclearly a lot of thoughthasgoneintoitsusabilityandthenifty
dual-sided remoteandcleverlyintegratedinterfaceproveaneffective
combination .

Somebugsneedfixing ( iPlayerespecially )

butfactor in

extensiveformatsupportandyouhave a worthywinner.

£85

1080i

MPEG-1 /
2

/

4

,

AVC
/

H.264
,

VC-1
,

WMV9

41M16
!omega ScreenPlay
TVLinkDirector EditionViewsonicVMP74

£100£135
1080p1080p

DivX
,

XviD
,

MPEG-1 /
2

/
4

,

WMV
,

AVI
,

WMV
,

MPEG-1 /
2

/
6

,

ISO
,

VOB
,

AVCHD
,

MKVIFO
,

ASF.TP
,

TS
,

M2TS
,

MOV
,

MKV
,

TRP

MPEG-2
,

MP3
, DolbyDigital (

AC3
)

,

AC3
,

WAV
,

WMA
,

MP3
,

OGGVorbis
,

MP3
,

WMA
,

ACC
,
DTS

,

FLAC
,

OGG
,

AAC +

,

WMAAAC
(

non-DRM
)

,

FLACPCM
,

LPCM
,

WAV

JPEG
,

TIFF

"

"

BBC iPlayer

"

HDMI

Scart
(

RGB
, composite )

viaScart / HDMIonly

2

Ethernet
,

Wi-Fi

"

67

JPEG
,

BMP
,

GIF
,

PNG
,

TIFF

"

HDMI

Composite

Analoguephonos , Optical S
/

PDIF

3

2

Ethernet
,

Wi-Fi

"

68

JPEG
,

TIFF
,

PNG
,

GIF
,

BMP

"

"

"

HDMI

Composite

Optical S /
PDIFhi-filineout

Ethernet
,

WI-Fi

"
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